Dr Silberstein and his coauthors offer chapters on the history of headache and its epidemiology, diagnosis and treatment. The discussion includes migraine, tension type headache and cluster headache as well as some of the more unusual primary and secondary disorders, and covers all the essential points for medical students, doctors in training and those in primary care. Each chapter has a short list of important references. But this is an atlas, and the illustrations are the main point. It includes classic images from other texts as well as new images contributed by physicians from all over the world. Headache lends itself particularly well to visual images and many of the illustrations are excellent. I have just two criticisms. First, the text and the illustrations are presented separately, so when reading the text one is continually flipping backwards and forwards trying to find the relevant images. Second, inclusion of a CD-ROM containing the images would have made the atlas not only a pleasure to look through but also a useful teaching tool. For the images alone I would recommend this collection to anyone with an interest in headache. Echocardiography, now becoming readily available to general physicians, greatly helps in the management of patients. For the non-expert, however, the measurements and echo-derived assessments of function can be confusing to say the least. What do these results mean in clinical terms? Echocardiography in Clinical Practice offers an excellent read for anyone who wants to understand the basics of echocardiography-with clear illustrated examples. Dr Chambers details normal values for cardiac measurements, including the physiological principles used to derive them, and explains the limitations of the techniques. He outlines the methods for left ventricular function and for grading valvular lesions, and reflects on the possible roles of stress echocardiography and tissue doppler in the future. I found the book very easy to read and wish it had been around when I started to learn the techniques. My few criticisms stem from its brevity: sometimes controversial topics are glossed over. However, the brevity is also a strength, and the content provides a good foundation for detailed study. Generalists who seek a working knowledge of echocardiography will appreciate the focus on clinical problem-solving. I recommend this book, with its uncomplicated style, to any healthcare professional or student who wishes to get a grip on these ubiquitous investigations. In an article a decade ago, Nicholas Barton posed twenty key questions about the management of scaphoid fractures. Here, experts from Europe, America, Australia and Japan respond to the questions, rephrased by Izge Gunal and Ismail Calli. The text resembles a panel discussion, with Barton the moderator and Gunal and Calli the scribes. The question-discussion-comment format covers diagnosis, imaging, treatment and complications. Each section is well illustrated with diagrams and images. Barton tries to emphasize the points of agreement and to explain the not infrequent disagreement between contributors. The division by questions means that readers can readily focus on aspects that relate most to their practice. However, anyone seeking prescriptive answers will be disappointed: the information on diagnostic and treatment options is presented in a mixture of research outcomes and anecdote. The book is certainly useful in revealing areas of ambiguity that could be clarified by further research; there are, of course, many more than twenty questions to be answered. The style and format will have its fans, but some readers might prefer less emphasis on personal views and a more scientific write-up.
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